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9th Grade Enrollment Bulge in SREB Region

Source: SREB, based on data from the National Center for Education Statistics

2024 2025

For every 100
8th graders

SREB Region had 
109

9th graders
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8th Grade NAEP Reading and Math
Change in Student Achievement at Each Level from 2013 to 2024

Reading Math
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Source: National Center for Education Statistics
Note: Arrows and state count indicate change of 0.01 percentage points or more.
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4th Grade NAEP Reading and Math
Change in Student Achievement at Each Level from 2013 to 2024

Reading Math
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Source: National Center for Education Statistics
Note: Arrows and state count indicate change of 0.01 percentage points or more.
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• All 16 SREB states have enacted legislation to support 
early grades literacy in recent years.

• The model followed by other states is 
Mississippi's Literacy-Based Promotion Act (2013).

• The Alabama Literacy Act (2019) is another exemplar.
• The West Virginia Third Grade Success Act (2023) covers 

both literacy and numeracy.
• The Oklahoma Strong Readers Act (2026) expanded 

early literacy efforts with statewide reading screenings, 
targeted interventions, and enhanced teacher training. 

Literacy
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Science of Reading Legislation

2026
Teacher 

Preparation

Teacher 
Certification 

or License 
Renewal

PD / 
Coaching

Assessment Materials
Instruction/ 
Intervention

Alabama ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Georgia ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Kentucky ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Maryland ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Mississippi ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
North Carolina ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Tennessee ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Virginia ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

West Virginia ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Arkansas ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Florida ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Oklahoma ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Texas ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
South Carolina ✔ ✔ ✔

Delaware ✔
Louisiana ✔

Source: SREB, adapted from Education Week
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		2026		Teacher Preparation		Teacher Certification or License Renewal		PD / Coaching		Assessment		Materials		Instruction/ Intervention

		Alabama		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

		Georgia		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

		Kentucky		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

		Maryland		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔

		Mississippi		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔																		Arkansas		46		46

		North Carolina		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔																		Delaware		49		49

		Tennessee		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔																		Florida		45		45

		Virginia		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔																		Georgia		44		44

		West Virginia		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔		✔																		Kentucky		42		42

		Arkansas		✔		✔		✔				✔		✔																		Louisiana		46		46

		Florida				✔		✔		✔		✔		✔																		Maryland		46		46

		Oklahoma		✔				✔		✔				✔																		Mississippi		43		43

		Texas				✔		✔				✔		✔																		North Carolina		38		38

		South Carolina		✔				✔						✔																		Oklahoma		47		47

		Delaware		✔

		Louisiana						✔

		Source: SREB, adapted from Education Week
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Science of Math
• Alabama was the 

first state to pass 
comprehensive 
legislation in 2022.
 

• The bill includes 
many features from 
Science of Reading 
legislation.
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Math Legislation
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Early 
Learning
• The National 

Institute for Early 
Education 
Research (NIEER) 
has identified 10 
standards of quality 
for pre-K programs. 
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Is there anything about the new web-based format that you think 
needs adjusting? Is the format something you can see yourself 
using and returning to for data?

Table Talk
Reviewing New SPR Format
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Now that you have seen the types of data available, what is 
missing? What other data would you like to see? 

Table Talk
Reviewing Data Needs for SREB States
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Southern
Regional
Education
Board

SREB.org

Thank You!



Contact Us
Creed Dunn
Analyst
Creed.Dunn@sreb.org

Jeff Gagne
Director, Policy Analysis
Jeff.Gagne@sreb.org

Natalee Jones
Analyst
Natalee.Jones@sreb.org
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