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Tracks progress toward the 2030 Challenge to Excel 
Goals for Education through comparable state-level and 
regional data

What is the State Progress Report

The prosperity and potential of the region’s residents 
of all ages will increase through education

Goal 1: Social and Economic Vitality



LGS: Charting a Path Forward

Tracks progress toward the 2030 Challenge to Excel 
Goals for Education through comparable state-level and 
regional data

What is the State Progress Report

The percentage of state residents who earn a 
meaningful certificate or degree to ensure they are 
prepared for employment over the next decade will 
increase

Goal 2: Postsecondary
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Tracks progress toward the 2030 Challenge to Excel 
Goals for Education through comparable state-level and 
regional data

What is the State Progress Report

Greater percentage of high school students will 
graduate on time, prepared to pursue a 
postsecondary certificate or degree

Goal 3: High School
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Tracks progress toward the 2030 Challenge to Excel 
Goals for Education through comparable state-level and 
regional data

What is the State Progress Report

Building on success in the early grades, more 
middle grade students will be prepared for success 
in rigorous high school paths

Goal 4: Middle Grades
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Tracks progress toward the 2030 Challenge to Excel 
Goals for Education through comparable state-level and 
regional data

What is the State Progress Report

All children will be equipped with the foundational 
skills needed for success in high school

Goal 5: Birth through Elementary



Tracks progress toward the 2030 Challenge to Excel 
Goals for Education through comparable state-level and 
regional data through:
• 16 customized state and regional reports
• Cover all goal topics

‒ PreK, elementary and the middle grades
‒ High school, postsecondary and workforce
‒ K-12 and postsecondary educator workforce
‒ Demographics
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What is the State Progress Report
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• The National Assessment of Educational Progress measures student 
achievement with two sets of data released every other year.

• Most SREB states struggled to overcome education loss amongst students at 
or above the Basic level.

• Helping students rise from Basic to Proficient/Advanced on NAEP is critical, 
but it often requires helping them improve from below Basic to Basic.

• The 2030 Challenge to Excel goals emphasize the need for SREB states to 
close NAEP performance gaps. Policies that help all students meet standards 
and reach higher academic levels are crucial.

• Not enough students in SREB states are meeting benchmarks that put them 
on track for successful academic careers.

What is NAEP and the Nation’s Report Card



PreK, 
Elementary, 

Middle Grades & 
DemographicsHigh School, 

Postsecondary 
& Workforce
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Click on 
Individual State 

Button or 
Region to 

access reports
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Click on Tabs 
and Accordions 
to access data 

by topic
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• All data in the State Progress Report is comparable 
across all 16 states in the region
• National datasets from sources including: NCES, IPEDS, 

ELSI, Census, NIEER

Where Does the Data Come From?



Workforce
Includes data on:
• Educational Attainment
• Job Share and Employment Rates
• Earnings and Poverty by Education Attainment Level
• K-12 Workforce

• Quantity and Quality of Teachers
• Current and Future Teacher Shortages
• Salaries

• Postsecondary Workforce
• Shortages in In-Demand Career Fields
• Faculty Quantity and Quality
• Salaries
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Includes data on:
• Need-based aid
• Pell Grants and Student Loan Debt
• First-Year Persistence
• Postsecondary Graduation Rates
• Progression Rates
• Postsecondary Educational Attainment

Postsecondary 
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Click on Image 
or “Readiness 

Requirements in 
SREB States” to 
access the report
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Can look at 
policies by topic 

across all 16 
states or all 8 
topics by state

LGS: Charting a Path Forward



Spend 3-5 minutes looking through the report either by topic or 
state
Discuss other topics you would like to see included in the report 
at your table

Table Talk
Reviewing Navigating State Policies for High 
School and Postsecondary
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PK-12 Enrollment in State Progress Reports

• Efforts to shrink achievement gaps must address falling student 
enrollment and dynamic population changes: fewer students in public 
schools, more families struggling economically and more children whose 
primary language is not English.

• English learners often enter school with little to no exposure and struggle 
in U.S. classrooms, especially in subjects that are reading dependent. 
This group is projected to account for an increasing proportion of 
enrollments in SREB states in the immediate future.

• The overall population in SREB states rose 4% from 2018 to 2024, so it is 
surprising that public elementary and secondary school enrollment fell. 
Enrollment in SREB states decreased by almost 0.2% over this period, 
but enrollment fell nationwide by almost 3%.
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• 40% of all PK-12 students lived 
in the SREB Region in 2025
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Includes data on:
• Grade-Level Progression
• High School Graduation Rate
• Advanced Placement 
• ACT and SAT Participation and Benchmarks
• Career and College Readiness

High School
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50% 54% 52%
56%

87%
88% 88%

88%

2019 2021 2022 2023

Met Both Benchmarks  Graduated

37
32Readiness 

Gap

Source: College Board, Inc. & US Department of Education

Graduation Rates vs. College Readiness in SREB 
Region
Graduating Seniors Meeting Both SAT Benchmarks



29%
29% 27%

87%
88%

88%

2019 2021 2023

Met Three or Four Benchmarks  Graduated

58 61

Readiness 
Gap

Source: ACT, Inc. & US Department of Education

Graduation Rates vs. College Readiness in 
SREB Region
Graduating Seniors Meeting ACT Benchmarks



2024 2025
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Southern
Regional
Education
Board

SREB.org

Thank You!



Contact Us
Creed Dunn
Analyst
Creed.Dunn@sreb.org

Jeff Gagne
Director, Policy Analysis
Jeff.Gagne@sreb.org

Natalee Jones
Analyst
Natalee.Jones@sreb.org
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