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What is the State Progress Report

Tracks progress toward the 2030 Challenge to Excel

Goals for Education through comparable state-level and
regional data

G Goal 1: Social and Economic Vitality

The prosperity and potential of the region’s residents
of all ages will increase through education
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What is the State Progress Report

Tracks progress toward the 2030 Challenge to Excel

Goals for Education through comparable state-level and
regional data

e Goal 2: Postsecondary

The percentage of state residents who earn a
meaningful certificate or degree to ensure they are

prepared for employment over the next decade will
Increase
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What is the State Progress Report

Tracks progress toward the 2030 Challenge to Excel

Goals for Education through comparable state-level and
regional data

e Goal 3: High School

Greater percentage of high school students will
graduate on time, prepared to pursue a
postsecondary certificate or degree
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What is the State Progress Report

Tracks progress toward the 2030 Challenge to Excel

Goals for Education through comparable state-level and
regional data

Q Goal 4: Middle Grades

Building on success in the early grades, more

middle grade students will be prepared for success
in rigorous high school paths
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What is the State Progress Report

Tracks progress toward the 2030 Challenge to Excel

Goals for Education through comparable state-level and
regional data

© Gcoal 5: Birth through Elementary

All children will be equipped with the foundational
skills needed for success in high school
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What is the State Progress Report

Tracks progress toward the 2030 Challenge to Excel
Goals for Education through comparable state-level and
regional data through:

* 16 customized state and regional reports

« Cover all goal topics
— PreK, elementary and the middle grades
— High school, postsecondary and workforce
— K-12 and postsecondary educator workforce
— Demographics
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What is NAEP and the Nation’s Report Card

* The National Assessment of Educational Progress measures student
achievement with two sets of data released every other year.

« Most SREB states struggled to overcome education loss amongst students at
or above the Basic level.

» Helping students rise from Basic to Proficient/Advanced on NAEP is critical,
but it often requires helping them improve from below Basic to Basic.

« The 2030 Challenge to Excel goals emphasize the need for SREB states to
close NAEP performance gaps. Policies that help all students meet standards
and reach higher academic levels are crucial.

* Not enough students in SREB states are meeting benchmarks that put them
on track for successful academic careers.
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SREB Southern Regional
: Education Board

FIND DATA OR POLICY BY: & TOPICS ' EDUCATION LEVEL ﬁ STATE

PROGRAMS & SERVICES

2025 State Progress Reports

Academic Commaon Markst

Crisis Racovery Netwark CHARTING A PATH FORWARD

Doctorel Scholars Program Charting a Path Forward is the 2025 progress report for the South’s progress toward the 2030
Educational Technology : Challenge to Excel Goals for Education. This report covers data and policies for the 16-state Southern
Cooperative region for Prek, elementary and the middle grades, along with demographics data.

Fact Book & Ed Data

T The 2025 State Progress Report uses an online web-based format. Please use the links below to

Reporis - access each of the 16 states’ reports.
2026 State Prograss
Reports
2025 State Progress STnTEs
Reports ’ ’ s
: In each state report, click to find comparable data on PreK, elementary and the middle grades, along
DS G s Eocaliin with demographics data.
2020 Goals for Education

SREB Journal of Ed _ Alabama ‘ Arkansas |
Practicas & Trands

Legiclative Actions on -

Education Delaware \ Florida -\

Meking Schools Work
Summar Confaranca

Regicnal Contract Program >

School Improvement Louisiana k Maryland -0

State Authorization | SARA
Mississippi  f} Jll North Carolina =
Oklahoma TR South Carolina g
Virginia w West Virginia g~

SREB Region 4
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SREB Southern Regional Q
Education Board News About Evenis Contact

FIND DATA OR POLICY BY: - TOPICS - EDUCATION LEVEL ‘ﬁ STATE

PROGRAMS & SERVICES SREB Region

Acadamic Common Markst
Crisis Recovery Nebwork
Doctoral Scholars Program SHEB REGI DH
Educational Tachnalogy 2026 State Progress Report
Cooperative
Fact Bock & Ed Data
Goals and Stats Progress WORKFORGE
Reporis
2026 State Prograss
Raports
2025 State Progress SUMMARY OF WORKFORCE PREP
Raporis
2030 Goals for Education
2020 Goals for Education

-

Workforce

s Helping adults earn a postsecondary certificate or degree is
vital to preparing the SREB region’s workforce for the future.
s The percentage of working-age adults with at least some

SREB Journal of Ed postsecondary educafion increased over the last decade.

Practices & Trends )
s The overall employment rate increased across most SREB
Legizlative Actions on )
Education states at all education levels.
) » By 2030, every SREE state will have more dependent-age
Making Schools Work L .
Summear Conferance individuals than working age adults.
Purchasing Agresments . Al.dults with h|gher_ credentials are Ie_ss likely than their peers
with less than a high school education to earn wages below
Regional Contract Program

the poverty threshald.
School Improvemesnt

State Authorization | SARA ~ Educational Attainment
~ Job Share by Education Level
~ Employment Rates by Education Level
~ Working-Age Adults vs. Dependent Population
~ Percentage of Adults in Poverty by Attainment
~ Earnings by Education Level
SUMMARY OF WORKFORCE K-12

K-12 teacher shortages have plagued our region and nation for
years, limiting districts and states from making crucial educational
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Where Does the Data Come From?

+ All data in the State Progress Report is comparable
across all 16 states in the region

National datasets from sources including: NCES, IPEDS,
ELSI, Census, NIEER
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Workforce

Includes data on:

SREB

Educational Attainment
Job Share and Employment Rates

Earnings and Poverty by Education Attainment Level

K-12 Workforce

*  Quantity and Quality of Teachers

* Current and Future Teacher Shortages
- Salaries

Postsecondary Workforce

« Shortages in In-Demand Career Fields
« Faculty Quantity and Quality

- Salaries

LGS: Charting a Path Forward



Educational Attainment
Adults 25-64 in SREB Region

B Less than high school High school or equivalency [l Some college or associate degree [Jj Bachelor's
degree or higher

2024 27% 28%

Percentages may not add to 100% due to rounding.

Source: U.S. Census * Created with Datawrapper
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SREB

Job Share by Education Level

Percentage of All Adults 25-64 in SREB Region

High school or Some college or

Less than high school . .
equivalency associate degree

2014 20% 249

Percentages will not equal 100% as adults not in the workforce are not included.

Source: U.S. Census * Created with Datawrapper

Bachelor's degree or
higher

25%
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Earnings by Education Level

For the population 25 and older in SREB Region, 2024

United States SREB
Less than high school $32,468

High school or equivalency $40,684

Some college or associate degree ' $47,953

Bachelor's Degree §70,470

Graduate or professional degree $90,191

Source: U.S. Census Bureau + Created with Datawrapper
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Postsecondary

Includes data on:

* Need-based aid

* Pell Grants and Student Loan Debt

* First-Year Persistence

» Postsecondary Graduation Rates

* Progression Rates

» Postsecondary Educational Attainment
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SREB

SREB |

Southern Regional

Education Board

FIND DATA OR POLICY BY: -_. TOPICS

TOPICS

Al in Education

Carser & Technical
Education

Career Pathways
College Affordability

College and Career
Readiness

Policies for High Schoal
Graduation end
Postsecondary Readiness

Dual Enrollment

Educator Workforce Policy

HBCUs & M3ls

Induction for Mew Teachsrs
& Leadars

Longitudinal Literacy

Mathematics Instruction

Cpan Educational
Rigsourcas

Pestsecondary Success

Science Education

Worlkdarce & Education

College and Career
Readiness

By 2025, two out of every three jobs will requi
beyond high school. Yet far too many studentsd
high school without the knowledge and skills &
credential or degree. SAEB offers policymake:
policies and how states are using them to impl
we serve districts and schools with career pat
professional learning to help educators prepare
comes next in their lives.

Read mors »

I]Ell'lITI}IIS
IH IHE
EMEIITS

MIIHAEHTS 1"‘.] HEH
Ml Hlli

S -

READINESS REQUIREMENTS IN SREB STATES

Click on the image above to explore and compare SREB-state
policies for postsecondary readiness that affect students as they
make their way from middle grades to high school graduation and

into college and careers.
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SREB Southern Regional
Education Board

FIND DATA OR POLICY BY: !. TORICS . EDUCATION LEVEL ‘ﬁ STATE

TORICS . . ' .
Navigating State Policies for High School and
Al in Education
Career & Technical POStsecondary
Education
POLICIES BY TOPIC AND BY STATE
Carsar Pathways
Caollaga Affordability These profiles look at policies that affect students as they make their way from middle grades to high
College and Caresr school graduation and into college and careers.
Readiness i ) _
Policies for High ol Bead analysie of regional trends =
Graduation and . . )
Postsecondary 4 Explore and compare SREB-state policies for postsecondary readiness with the tools below.
Readiness
2026 update currently in process.
Find by State
Ragionsl Trends
Definitions FIND POLICIES BY TOPIC
Planning . o
Definitiona Postsecondary Admission
Diploma Requirements
Pl i P ondary Pl
Accelerated Leaming e Posteecondary Placement
Postzacondary Admission Diploma Requirements State Financial Aid
Postzacondary Placement Accelerated Leaming Feedback Reports
State Financial Aid
Feedback Beporiz
Dual Enrollmant . L.
P —— Find Policies by State
HBCUs & M3ls far high school success, collags
Induction for New Teachers readiness and postsscondary
& Leadsrs complation

Longitudinal Literacy
Mathematics Instruciion

Crpen Educaticnal
Rasources

Postsecondary Success

SREB s
Workfores & Education LGS: Charting a Path Forward
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Table Talk
Reviewing Navigating State Policies for High

School and Postsecondary

Spend 3-5 minutes looking through the report either by topic or
state

Discuss other topics you would like to see included in the report
at your table
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PK-12 Enrollment in State Progress Reports

 Efforts to shrink achievement gaps must address falling student
enroliment and dynamic population changes: fewer students in public
schools, more families struggling economically and more children whose
primary language is not English.

* English learners often enter school with little to no exposure and struggle
in U.S. classrooms, especially in subjects that are reading dependent.
This group is projected to account for an increasing proportion of
enroliments in SREB states in the immediate future.

* The overall population in SREB states rose 4% from 2018 to 2024, so it is
surprising that public elementary and secondary school enroliment fell.
Enrollment in SREB states decreased by almost 0.2% over this period,
but enrollment fell nationwide by almost 3%.
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* 40% of all PK-12 students lived
in the SREB Region in 2025

Public Elementary and Secondary Enrollment
Racial/Ethnic Composition in the SREB Region

B white [ Black [ Hispanic [ Asian [ Other

2024 REEES 22% 6%

2014 RASEG 23%

Percentages may not add to 100% due to rounding.
Source: SREB Factbook + Created with Datawrapper
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High School

Includes data on:

* (Grade-Level Progression

* High School Graduation Rate

* Advanced Placement

 ACT and SAT Participation and Benchmarks
« Career and College Readiness
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SREB

Median High School Graduation Rates in SREB Region

Class of 2023

SREB Graduation Rate

95% Target, 90%

Asian Black Hispanic White Low-Income SWD

EL stands for English learners. SWD stands for students with disabilities
Source: US Department of Education + Created with Datawrapper
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Grade-Level Progression in SREB Region
Enrollment for the Class of 2025

1,705,246

1,539,781 1,587,950

1,474,233 >
1,420,879

As 11th
graders

As 12th
graders

As 8th As 9th As 10th
graders graders graders

2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

Source: National Center for Education Statistics * Created with Datawrapper
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ACT and SAT Participation Rates of the Class of 2025

B Higher percentage of students took the ACT || Higher percentage of students took the SAT

Source: ACT, Inc. and College Board * Created with Datawrapper
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Percentage Meeting ACT Benchmarks in SREB Region
Class of 2025, Students by Subgroup

Native
American

Met Reading Benchmark B 7% 27% 20%
Met Math Benchmark | 8% 16% - 34% 10%

Source: ACT, Inc. « Created with Datawrapper

Asian Black Hispanic White
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Percentage Meeting SAT Benchmarks in SREB Region

Class of 2025, Students by Subgroup

American

Asian Black Hispanic White .
Indian

Met Math Benchmark -27% 40% 25%

Note: ERW means Evidence-Based Reading and Writing

Source: College Board, Inc. « Created with Datawrapper
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Percentage Meeting ACT STEM Benchmarks in SREB Region

Graduating Class, 2025

6%

3%

Asian Black Hispanic White

SREB Source: ACT, Inc. * Created with Datawrapper
LGS: Charting a Path Forward




Percentage of the Class of 2024 Who Took an AP Exam

SREB Map: SREB + Source: The College Board * Created with Datawrapper LGS: Charting a Path Forward




SREB

Advanced Placement in SREB Region

Student Percentage of tests with
group Number of tests taken scores 3+
2014 2024 2014 2024
Asian . )
Students 170,365 316,598 64% 74%
Black . )
Students 172,044 205,409 25% 34%
Hispanic 204 562 553,260 . .
Students
pinite 794,679 806,774 56% 62%
Students

Source: College Board, Inc. « Created with Datawrapper
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SREB

Graduation Rates vs. College Readiness in SREB

Region
Graduating Seniors Meeting Both SAT Benchmarks
= =[\let Both Benchmarks == Graduated
88% 88%
87% 2 T88%
Readiness 32
37 Gap l
- i 56(y0
v N BN B S S e e e g
50% ™= 54%, 529,
2019 2021 2022 2023

Source: College Board, Inc. & US Department of Education



SREB

Graduation Rates vs. College Readiness in

SREB Region
Graduating Seniors Meeting ACT Benchmarks

= =)Mlet Three or Four Benchmarks == Graduated

88%
87% —_——[38%
I Readiness
58 Gap 61
290/l—---------————-——————-——l o
() 299/ 27%
2019 2021 2023

Source: ACT, Inc. & US Department of Education



2025

2024

‘ SREB
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Southern
Regional
Education
Board

SREB.org

Thank You!

CHARTING A PATH
FORWARD

State Progress Reports

16 customized state and regional reports toward

achieving the 2030 Challenge to Excel goals

Scan the QR code to find comparable data on:
« PreK; elementary and the middle grades = Ll Ejpyn
« High school, postsecondary and workforce Na‘" gatl n g State POI ICIGS f()r
: g: r:ozr::pz(i):;secondary educator workforce ] =) =] ngh School an d Postsecondary
Tty e = o WS MR i olicies in this report that affect
A (T~ students as they make their way from the

Southern Regional = n - -
SREB Edioation foard middle grades to high school graduation
and into college and careers.

- College and career planning in K-12

- Accelerated learning options

- Postsecondary feedback to high schools
- Graduation requirements

- Readiness definitions

- Admission requirements
- Placement policies



Contact Us

Creed Dunn Natalee Jones Jeff Gagne

Analyst Analyst Director, Policy Analysis
Creed.Dunn@sreb.org Natalee.Jones@sreb.org Jeff.Gagne@sreb.org
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