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Annotations Activity Sheet 

This is a simple activity you can use in your classroom to help you see how well students are 
comprehending the lesson, helps students transfer concepts and makes sure everyone is 
prepared for assessments.  

 

It is a great exercise to try when you are trying to align your curriculum because it can help you 
move from reading to writing standards, and it is a great way to help students find connections 
from lesson to lesson.  

 
Purpose 
This activity is designed to get students engaged in the thinking of the standard, help students 
take ownership of their metacognition skills (self-monitoring and self-regulating) and 
demonstrate how to chunk the reading with think-pair-shares. 

 

Benefits of Annotations 
 

1. It allows the teacher to teach a transferable skill to the students. 

2. It helps students focus on what they are reading.  

3. It gets students to start identifying key ideas.  

4. It creates an instruction sequence to connect reading standards to writing standards.  

5. It allows the student to move from recalling what happened when asked to being able 
to analyze the text when they write in the margin to explain the reasoning of their 
annotations. 
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Steps to the Assignment 
1. Choose the text or passage. The first step is to choose the text you will use for your 

class instruction. No matter the subject you teach, you can use annotations with your 
text. To start, you might want to try a paragraph or two at a time and then build up to 
longer texts.  

2. Know what you want students to find. Depending on your subject and the 
purpose of the assignment, you might want students to look for different things. Here 
are some examples: 

• Keywords 

• Connections to other lessons or real-world knowledge 

• Very important ideas 

• Vocabulary Words  

• Action words 

• Concepts that will be on assessments 

3. Demonstrate an annotation. Help students see what you are looking for by doing a 
couple of annotations together in class. (See below for a video of this assignment in 
practice.)    

4. Discuss the annotations with the class. Talk to the class about what they came 
up with and why they saw those as the key concepts/ideas, etc., in the text.  
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Demo Video of an Annotation 
In this video, SREB Senior Leadership Coach Donn Kirkwood demonstrates the annotation 
process with Amber Isinghood’s 4th grade ELA class in Sistersville Elementary School in West 
Virgina. 

 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/embed/guKjfgLDciU?feature=oembed
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Sample Student Annotations 
To go along with the sample annotation video above, here are a few examples that the students 
in Ms. Isinghood’s class created during the annotation session. 

 

Example Annotation 1: 
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Example Annotation 2: 
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Example Annotation 3: 

 

 

 
 

 

 


