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How would quality of life change if damaged cells could  
regenerate? Dr. Cristian Aguilar is seeking to answer that  
question. He works with the axoloti, a salamander, known for  
its tendency to regulate genes that stimulate limb regeneration  
and wound healing. Dr. Aguilar’s projects are aimed at studying  
di�erences in the healing processes between regenerating and 
non-regenerating wounds. He hopes to gain key insights that  
could help the human body spur its own wound and disease 
healing. Dr. Aguilar feels that the Institute provided him with  
a valuable network and helpful teaching techniques that can  
be implemented in the classroom. 

Dr. Cristian Aguilar
Assistant Professor of Biology 
Azusa Paci�c University, Azusa

Ronald E. McNair Scholar

The power of regeneration

Does the media play a role in sexism and racism? Dr. Angela 
Andrade’s research carefully examines this question. Her  
focus is primarily on issues of social inequality based on  
race, class and gender. Speci�cally, she investigates the impact 
of novels such as Twilight and Fi�y Shades of Grey, which  
she posits incorporate forms of sexism or the endorsement  
of negative gender attitudes. Dr. Andrade hopes her research 
will reveal how damaging gender and racial bias in media  
can be, and what in�uence it has on those who engage with  
it. Dr. Andrade’s experience at the Institute gave her insight 
into e�ective mentoring relationships, teaching and diversity  
in higher education. 

Dr. Angela Andrade
Assistant Professor of Psychology 
University of Arkansas at Pine Blu�
Ronald E. McNair Scholar

Addressing media’s influence  
on gender bias and social justice
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