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SREB Fact Book 2015 i

Message from the SREB President

A state’s prosperity depends on the education level of its people. This is at the heart of SREB’s 
mission and the reason we bring you the Fact Book on Higher Education. 

In 1956, when SREB first published the Fact Book on Higher Education, 6 percent of the region’s adults held
bachelor’s degrees. Today, that rate has climbed to over 28 percent — 36 percent when we include those
who hold associate degrees. 

But the times have changed, too. The demands of today’s economy set the bar even higher, as so many
more of today’s jobs — and tomorrow’s — require postsecondary credentials. SREB’s Challenge to Lead
goals for education call for 60 percent of the working-age population to have at least a postsecondary 
certificate or associate degree by 2020. 

The SREB Fact Book is an important tool to help us get there. It affords us the opportunity to look at both
long-term national trends as well as specifics by types of institutions in each state. Leaders can study data
that influence key transitions along the education continuum so they can develop effective policies to
encourage college-ready high school graduates to pursue postsecondary education. 

A look down the education pipeline shows areas of improvement. Public high school graduation rates, 
college progression rates, and numbers of degrees and certificates awarded — all show increases in this
edition. 

We also see trends that need our attention. College affordability is a growing threat to higher attainment,
and the Fact Book documents that low-income students have lost ground in paying for college. Tuition
and fees have risen faster than incomes. Pell Grants have lost buying power over the last 30 years. And
debt has risen as more students take out loans to finance their education. 

This 2015 Fact Book continues SREB’s long commitment — for almost 60 years — of providing member
states information to help them monitor their improvements in education. It includes data on all 50 states
for a nationwide context for regional trends. The data are updated regularly online, and we are making
improvements to how we bring the Fact Book to you digitally.

Armed with these facts, education leaders and state policymakers can evaluate progress toward education
goals — and determine how best to influence a future where more-employable residents grow our states’
economies. 

Dave Spence
President
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