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Big Things Ahead This Fall

The new school year is underway, and big opportunities are right around the
corner — from opening registration for our 2026 Making Schools Work
Conference to fresh blog posts and podcasts designed to support your work.

This month's highlights:

e Conference Updates

» 3 New Conference Blog Posts

e 3 Blog Posts on School Improvement
e Season 2 of the Making Schools Work Podcast
e SREB Service Spotlight: Surveys

e Other Resources: Last Day to Submit Proposal for WBL Conference

e Upcoming Events

Conference Updates
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Mark your calendars! Registration, Calls for Proposals and Pacesetter
Nominations for the 2026 Making Schools Work Conference open
October 1.

e Explore our new Learning Communities — a space to connect with peers
around shared challenges and interests.

e Meet our conference team and see who'’s preparing this year’s event.

Conference Blog Posts

Catch up on reflections and insights from the 2025 Making Schools Work
Conference.

e Life-Altering Lessons: Key Takeaways from the 2025 Keynote Address

Antonio Neves inspired educators with six powerful lessons — from
embracing self-care to finding new courage — that apply directly to
teaching and leading.

e Tips for Encouraging Safer, Smarter Technology Use in Your Schools
Practical guidance to help educators balance innovation with digital safety
and promote healthier technology use.
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e Al, Late Adopters, Luddites and Curmudgeons
A lighthearted look at the spectrum of attitudes toward artificial
intelligence — and how schools can move forward together.

Other Blog Posts

Along with the conference-centric posts from above, we also have many other
posts on school improvement for you:

e From Classrooms to Careers: How CAD Academy Transformed

Instruction
One high school’s partnership with industry brought CAD Academy into
classrooms, giving students real-world skills and a path toward

engineering careers.

e UPDATED: 10 Steps to Begin a Project-Based Learning Unit
Our updated guide offers clear, practical steps to launch a project-based
learning unit that engages students and boosts critical thinking.

Podcast Episodes

THE MAKING SCHOOLS WORK PODCAST

A podcast for all educators, by educaturs
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Season 2 of the Making Schools Work Podcast continues to highlight schools
and educators leading innovation. Here are the episodes we've released this
month:

e Flex Time and Job Shadowing: Teacher Perspectives from Richland High
School
Hear how flexible scheduling and job shadowing help students see the
relevance of their coursework.

e From Data Walls to Student Success: How Floyd D. Johnson Tech Center
Transformed Learning

Learn how one school moved from compliance-driven data walls to
collaborative strategies that fuel student growth.

e Beginnings and Endings: How to Hook Students and Make Learning Stick
Simple but powerful strategies to capture students’ attention at the start
and finish of lessons and units.

SREB Services: Teacher and Student
Surveys

Want to be recognized as a Pacesetter Leadership Award winner? Sign up for

SREB's school surveys process to be considered for an award. Even if awards

aren’t on your radar just yet, the surveys are a powerful tool for your school.
They do all of the following and more:

e provide insights into your progress
e highlight areas of strength
e point to opportunities for growth.

It’s a win-win — your school gets valuable feedback, and you stay on track for
Pacesetter recognition.


https://www.sreb.org/podcast-making-schools-work-podcast/flex-time-and-job-shadowing-teacher-perspectives-richland-high-school
https://www.sreb.org/podcast-making-schools-work-podcast/flex-time-and-job-shadowing-teacher-perspectives-richland-high-school
https://www.sreb.org/podcast-making-schools-work-podcast/from-data-walls-student-success-how-floyd-d-johnson-tech-center-transformed-learning
https://www.sreb.org/podcast-making-schools-work-podcast/from-data-walls-student-success-how-floyd-d-johnson-tech-center-transformed-learning
https://www.sreb.org/podcast-making-schools-work-podcast/beginnings-and-endings-how-hook-students-and-make-learning-stick
https://www.sreb.org/making-schools-work-conference-pacesetter-leadership-awards
https://www.sreb.org/surveys
https://www.sreb.org/induction-new-teachers
https://www.sreb.org/surveys

Other Resources: Work-Based
Learning Conference 2026's Call for
Proposals Closes Today

Showcase your work-based learning
. Yad . . .
MTEs 28 expertise and innovative model
wl?ERAKR-Eﬂ!sGED : programs at ACTE’s Work-Based
Learning Conference 2026, taking
place April 29-May 1 at the Rhode
Island Convention Center in
Providence, Rhode Island. This
- Ap|;|l.2-M ay 13 premier event is focused on
Rhode Island Convention Center SUppOI’tIng the de|lvel’y Of hlgh'
Providence, Rhode Island i i .
quality experiences that provide
students with hands-on, career-
focused learning. The deadline to
submit a presentation proposal is
today (Sep. 30).

New and Upcoming

Check out upcoming events SREB is hosting and attending:

® (Oct. 2, 2025 — How Educator Preparation Leaders Can Support K-12 Teacher
Induction (Webinar)

® Oct. 9, 2025 — Policymakers Can Help Support and Retain More Novice
Teachers (Webinar)
July 14-17, 2026 - Making Schools Work Conference in Nashville
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Never Miss an Edition

Did someone send you this newsletter? Make sure to subscribe if you don't want to
miss out on future editions!
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